E-Series 4 “Man’s Responsibility”
We talked last week about the wonderful news of God sending His Son Jesus Christ to die in our place and take our punishment. However, in our video, Tiffany asked a great question of why should people be concerned about their salvation if God has already paid the debt. That is where we find ourselves today. The answer is that Christ’s grace and God forgiveness is not automatic to everyone but only to those who believe.  It is much like a gift that you receive at Christmas. If you never receive that gift and open it, then it will never be yours. There is a sense of believing it to be real. Let’s listen to Jessica as she explains the responsibility of man to the gift of the gospel.
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Why do we call it man’s responsibility? The reason is that salvation is a work of God and not of man. We never do the work of salvation in someone else’s life and that individual does not save themselves. We were reminded by the passage of Scripture that Jessica quoted in Ephesians, that salvation is through faith and it is a gift from God.

So, this part is man’s responsibility because they must respond to the truth that has been told to them. It can be a positive response or a negative one.

Tonight, we are going to look at two points and then the “how to” of becoming a Christian.

On the basis of the historical truths that have been shared and because Christ is alive today, God invites and commands us now to:

1. Turn from our rebellion to Christ as Lord with our whole selves in our…

a. Minds-agree with God that we have wronged him and deserve his judgment. Realize that his goodness shown to us in many ways was designed to humble us unto repentance.

b. Emotions-despise our sins and our sinful nature.

c. Wills-determine to turn from our rebellion and serve our Creator and Redeemer. And see Christ alone as the payer for and the power over our sin.

d. Isaiah 55:7

2. Trust in nothing that we can do, but only in the finished work of Christ as Savior with our…

a. Minds-Recognize Christ as the necessary and sufficient payment for sin.

b. Emotions-long for Christ and rejoice in his love for the undeserving.

c. Wills-commit our lives to Christ by casting ourselves upon him as our only hope for reconciliation with God. 

i. Transfer our trust from ourselves to him.

ii. Take for ourselves his gift of righteousness. Ask for God’s mercy

d. John 1:12

3. We sum all of this up with the ABC’s

a. I hope through this look at the gospel that you see where the ABC’s in themselves fall short of sharing with someone the whole gospel.

i. A-Admit to God you’re a sinner

1. It is hard to admit you are a sinner if you don’t know what sin is and see that you are one.

ii. B-Believe that Jesus Christ is God’s Son and did what He said He did.

1. It is hard to believe if you don’t know what Jesus did and why He did it.

iii. C-Confess Jesus as your Savior and Lord

1. No one is going to confess or commit their lives to following Jesus if they don’t know the great sacrifice that He made and their desperate condition.

b. The ABC’s are great but they are misleading if we don’t share the whole truth

4. The Response

a. It is always important to call for a response. Remember, this is not our work but the work of the Spirit. At the same time, never present the gospel without calling for a response to the truth.

b. There is assurance in salvation. 1 John 5:13 says, “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know you have eternal life.”

c. Still, there are those who considered themselves to be saved who are lost and those who think they are lost but are actually Christians.

i. Someone who claims to be a Christian but continues to live their life the way want to is caught in the middle of the sin of presumption. Assuming that Jesus will forgive them of their sin. 

ii. This is no different than the person who sees no need in salvation because they believe God is love and will not send anyone to hell.

iii. Others may because of doubt believe they or lost or have made a decision to follow Christ and just can’t believe that God would save them.
d. There are several tests that reveal that you are saved. But the bottom line is that once you have become a believer you will want to be obedient to God and His word, you will begin to hate sin and bear fruit of the Spirit, and there will be an inner witness of Spirit to your spirit that you are saved. Read 1 John.

Main Point-A person can only become a Christian by turning from a sinful life to Christ and by truing in Him as Savior and Lord. There is a cost to becoming a disciple of Jesus. Let’s read Mark 8:34-38

Encourage the people you share with to come and let you know that they have made a decision to follow Christ.

I want to close tonight with you sharing with a partner the whole gospel and concluding with how they can be saved.
