E-Series 3 “God’s Plan”
We took a week off, but we ended last time helping someone to see their desperate condition in sin and how they stand in relationship to God. Now, is the time to bring the radical cure to their sin problem.  Other religions do not have this radical view of sinfulness: therefore, the salvation they offer is also not as radical. Someone who argues that all roads lead to God has probably never seen the real character of man. A famous Christian philosopher was once asked on how much time he would spend with each section of the gospel if he had an hour on a train with someone. He said I would spend 45-50 minutes on the negative so they could see their true dilemma, and then I would take 10-15 minutes to preach the Gospel. 


Before we go any further, let’s turn back to our video with Jessica and Tiffany and listen in to God’s Plan.

Show Video

What is the Good News or the Gospel? It is the Person and work of Jesus Christ. Here are some key points to drive home.
1. Jesus Christ was the sinless GodMan (2 Corinthians 5:21, 1 Peter 2:22, 1 John 3:5)

a. Why do you think it was important that He was sinless?

b. It made Him the perfect and acceptable sacrifice.

c. He needed no payment for Himself to make Him right with God.

d. Also, through His sinless life He was the teacher and example of what our lives are suppose to be. We are to live like Christ.

e. Christ also revealed to us who God is. In John 14:6-7, Jesus says, “Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him."
f. Jesus was at the same time both man and God.

i. As a man He served as mankind’s entire representative.

ii. As God, the sacrifice that He made was eternal and there would never have to be another one made like the animals sacrificed in the Old Testament for sins.
2. Jesus is our Sin-bearer
a. He offered Himself as the innocent, substitutionary (substitution) sacrifice for sin on behalf of all who acknowledge their sin.

b. He took the guilt of sinners upon Himself and endured God’s judgment for it in His death on the cross. In Mark 15:34, Jesus cries out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"
i. We know from this statement that the Lord had turned His back on His Son because of the sin that He bore. Since God is holy and cannot be around sin, He had to forsake His Son while He had the sin of the world on His shoulders.
c. He buys back the sinners by His blood poured out, which satisfies the just anger of a holy God against sinful people. Hebrews 9:22 says, “and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”
d. So with Jesus’ blood shed, we are forgiven.

3. Jesus is our King

a. There is one more important thing. If Jesus did not rise from the grave, He did not conquer sin and death. But Jesus did rise from the grave.

i. This is one thing that can be stressed as to the authenticity of Jesus. There are tons of secular sources that point to the real existence of Jesus on this earth. So, where is His body? On the other hand, if someone could produce His body, then the movement of Christianity is done.

ii. There are theories

1. The disciples stole His body. However, the Pharisees at the time thought about this as well. That is why they placed guards there. Read Matthew 27:62-66. 

a. Also, why did most of the disciples die a martyrs death over something that wasn’t real.

2. Why didn’t the Romans just produce the body if He was still dead? They could have stomped out Christianity right then.

3. Wrong tomb. The women in Matthew 27 watch Joseph of Arimathea put Him in the tomb and returned to the same place the next day.

b. Then He ascended back in to heaven after being seen by over 500 witnesses.

c. He now is in heaven and freely gives His reward of righteousness to undeserving sinners. He does that by giving grace (receiving something you don’t deserver) to whomever He will and rules over all those who believe in Him.

d. It is important to remember, yes, He is your personal Savior but He is also Lord. Meaning He has rule over you.
Main Point: Jesus as the God-man is the only way to life—by his life, death, and resurrection as Redeemer.

The question is how does Christ’s death on the cross display both the holiness and love of God?

Next week we will deal with “now that we know, what do we do?”
