E-Series “God’s Design”
	In the spring we discussed what a healthy church looks like when we were looking at “Who Needs the Church?” One of the key things for being a healthy church was members who knew the gospel message and could share it with others. I believe that every Christian should be able to explain how it is that they were saved and how someone else could be saved. So for the next couple of weeks we are going to watch a video and follow the conversation between Jessica and Tiffany and understand the whole gospel to the whole person. Sit back and listen carefully and see how sharing the gospel with someone can happen in your everyday life.
Watch the video
Where do we start in sharing the gospel?
There is a prerequisite to sharing the “whole gospel.” It begins on our knees in prayer.
1. Prayer
a. We should begin with this prayer of God giving us eyes of compassion for those who are around us.
i. We need to see the hurt that people are in around us and empathize with them.
ii. We need to have spiritual glasses on to see their spiritual condition.
iii. And it needs to be reality to us that this person will go to hell without knowing the truth.
b. Our prayer should be one of recognizing our everyday situations as opportunities to share our faith.
i. Some times recognizing the time to share your faith is easy when someone asked you what you believe in or how they can be saved, but that does not happen much.
ii. We have to be intentional in bringing God into the conversation and sharing the gospel.
c. Pray that the Holy Spirit would convict hearts and make them open to the gospel.
With that step understood as the beginning process, let’s now talk about God’s Design.
1. God’s Existence
a. We can spend a lot of time here trying to prove to someone that there is a God. Apologetics or the defending of our faith is an effective tool but we must remember what it is that we are doing.
b. Our intention is to share the gospel and not to start a debate of reason. The debate is not a bad thing but don’t get distracted from the main point.
c. The Bible assumes that the reader believes in God and that God has always existed.
i. If someone can’t get past the existence of God, just ask them to see the world through your eyes for a minute.
ii. Quote Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning, God created…”
iii. Like the video, if someone does not believe in the validity of the Bible, try to get them to hear a truth from God’s Word that they can understand and evidence of His existence.
1. Psalms 19:1 “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the skies proclaim the works of His hand.” Another good Scripture is Romans 1:20
2. God’s Blueprint
a. God created us to worship Him.
i. Revelation 4:11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.
ii. It may seem like a vain attempt by God, but He is worthy of worship because of who He is and this passage tells us because of what He has done in giving us life.
iii. Because created us to worship Him….
b. God’s intent is for us to have a relationship with Him.
i. God created Adam and He had an immediate relationship with him. This is shown through their conversations in Genesis 2.
ii. Then God created Eve for a relationship with Adam.
3. God’s Holiness
a. This refers to God’s absolute purity or goodness. This means that He is untouched and unstained by the sin of this world. (Erickson, 311)
b. Habakkuk 1:13 in referring to God says, “Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong.”
c. The in Leviticus 19:2 the Lord tells Moses to speak to His people and says, “Be holy because I, the Lord you God, am holy.”
The question is that if we were created to be in a relationship with a holy God who cannot be around disobedience or sin, can we have a relationship with God? or Are you holy?
