E-Series 2 “Man’s Problem”
We discussed last week that if we are to be a healthy church we must all know the message of the gospel. So last week we looked at the prerequisite to witnessing w0061s prayer and then we talked about “God’s Design.” Does anybody remember God’s Design?


The design is that God is creator of all things and since He exists and created all things, there is purpose in this life. God’s purpose is that all people have a relationship with Him. We ended last week talking about God being holy and how He cannot have a relationship with anyone who is not holy. So the logical question was, “Are you holy?”

Our video ended the same way last week. Let’s listen carefully as Tiffany answers that question and Jessica explains to her “man’s problem.”

Watch Video 2
The truth is that many people in this world will recognize that they are not perfect but still see themselves as basically good. In fact, the philosophy of today is that the reason you feel guilt in your life over things you do is because you have not got adjusted to your new environment and culture you live in. Therefore, they deny guilt and blame the church and the teachings of the Bible as the reason people feel bad about what they do. They claim that if people had never been told those things were bad they would not feel guilty.
Key point-It is important to spend a good deal of time here because of what is to follow. If someone believes they are basically good, they are not going to see a need for a savior or forgiveness. The gospel will not be good news to them but worthless. It is important not to play the role of judge but use the Scripture and God’s commands to expose sin in their life. Ultimately, the conviction comes from the work of the Spirit.

After seeing the holiness of God, we are now lovingly going to get the individual to see how they fall short of God’s perfect standard.
1. Define Sin

a. Sin is not just terrible crimes such as murder, rape, grand theft, or tax fraud.

i. It is important to establish this fact because to a non believer with no church background this is what they think of when they think of sin.
ii. If that is what they believe, then they are not going to see themselves as sinners. A good verse is Isaiah 64:6 that says, All of us have become like one who is unclean,   and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away.
b. Sin is willful rebellion by refusing to do what God commands; determining to do what He forbids.
i. This is done by us playing God or running our lives as if God does not matter, ignoring God, trying to be self-sufficient and self made people like in Romans 1:20-25 that says, “20 For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.    RO 1:21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.    RO 1:24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator--who is forever praised. Amen.
ii. This is done by fighting God; disregarding God’s law and wanting to decide for ourselves what is right and wrong.

1. The ten commandments in Exodus 20 is a great place to start in revealing sin.

2. The sermon on the mount in Matthew 5-7 is another place that explains that it is a heart issue and not just the action of doing something 

3. Then James 2:10 says, 10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.
2. Consequences of Sin (death) or separation.
a. This death will be both physical in our bodies and result of the fall that all people will suffer and it is spiritual in hell.

i. This has to happen because God is holy and cannot be around sin. That is the separation.

ii. The death comes as result of God being just and bringing wrath.

b. There is a living death that we experience here on earth and an eternal death.

i. Living death is separation now from God resulting in guilt, loss of identity, purposelessness, distorted relationships and much more.

ii. Eternal death is separation of our souls from God forever. Hell is real.
3. The Good in Our Life

a. It is important to get them to understand that the good in our life comes from God and the talents that He gives us.

b. We want them to see and recognize ourselves the good that they do but help them see that it is only by God that they can do it.

Main Point-They are deceived if they believe they are good enough to have a relationship with God because of their actions and that just one sin separates them from God and makes them fall short of God’s expectations. Romans 3:23
They are helpless in their condition to make it to heaven and receive forgiveness. 

